Project Guidelines and Instructions

I. Project Goals
The goal of the project is to answer a question or address an issue related to the Hydrosphere. The topic of yours should be geographic in nature. A geographic issue/problem has a scale, purpose, and possibly a time-period. It relates to the world around us. It is not something that addresses a biological issue like how water affects the human body or Ph. A geographic problem can show you where things are, what a group of people think about things, what is nearby, show how much, or how things have changed. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]You must use the scientific method in this project. This means that you formulate a well-thought out question and then go find information, reliable information, that addresses the topic and helps you reach a conclusion regarding your question. You can create your own data/information from your own observations and measurements and/or rely on results that other researches have produced. You will preset your findings in a project format concisely, so that others can clearly understand.


II. Sections to Include in your Project
Address each topic in your Project in one form or another

1. Topic
Your question/topic guides your project. A well-formulated question/topic is specific and has a geographic question – like where is it, how much, or how has it changed? For example, “Are Texas’ aquatic recreation spots accessible to people with disabilities?” is a good geographic question/topic. “Which Texas aquatic recreation spots are most accessible to people with disabilities?” is a great question. It is more specific. Explain why you chose this topic, what makes it geographic in nature. How does it fit within the Hydrosphere?

2. Background/Introduction
The background and introduction should be very similar between the project proposal and the project. It helps if you can define your project in a way that you can answer/address.

You must provide some background information in this section about the rationale for the proposed work in the project. In addition, you must give some background information about your study area. Most importantly, you need to state the objectives of your project and/or the questions you want to answer through the project.  If your project topic is a specific area, give some history of that area. If the topic is about a thing like contaminated water or a phenomenon, provide some information about that topic so people can better understand what it is / where it occurs.

3. Data 
In this section, please describe the data sources, the steps that you followed to obtain the data, and how you prepared the data for the analyses, how it’s relevant, and what it means. Your data might include data from the internet, data from the library, survey data, interviews, photos, or data collected by GPS. Spend a little bit telling me how you found the information; describe the pages and menu selections you had to do in order to get web-based information. If you went to the library or a public/private space, what did you do when you got there? Focus most of the section on what it is about the data source that makes it reliable and talk about how the data supports your topic. Prove that the data is good and relevant to your topic.

4. Results
Analyze the data and present your results of analysis and investigations here. The results are the findings from the data as it relates to your topic, formulated onto readable and understandable media – maps, tables, charts, or other media that you choose with accompanying text.

5. Conclusions
For the project, please provide the answers to your research questions/topic introduced in Section 1 (as shown above) based on the results from your research. In your discussions, please demonstrate how results shown in this project help answer your research questions/topic.
 
6. References 
Please list the references and data sources in this section. It is important that you give proper citations of the data and information that others have collected or created that you used. Proper citation means using one of the accepted formats: APA, MLA, Chicago. Pick one and use it for all. Do NOT just cut-n-paste a URL. Google is your friend if you don't know what information is needed to cite a source.
Search: “APA Reference format website article”
	“APA Reference format journal article”
	“APA Reference format book”

You must have a minimum of 5 data / information sources. If it is a research project then it will be journal articles, books, publications and documentations. If you do an interview, have a primary source but then corroborate it with at least 4 other sources, even if it's for background information. If you survey people or interact with the environment, I will expect at least 5 perspectives, angles or examples.
LENGTH: •	Quoted text and References don’t count towards your Final Word Count!
· Research Paper: 3-6 pages (not counting cover page and references page), at least 1500 words. I expect an essay with a few supporting chars, graphs, and images. 
· Power Point: 30+ slides (not counting into slide and reference slides) with at least 1000 words. I expect many relevant images and graphics, and very few text-only slides.
· Prezi: At least 4 main sections with 2-3 subsections each, at least 1000 words.
· Poster: Well laid out design and graphics with at least 1000 words, use a font big enough to read from 7 feet away and don’t leave a lot of unused space.
· 3D-Model: College-level construction, include descriptive sheet with at least 300 words. 
· Other (Website, Interpretive Dance, Video/Commercial, etc): Discuss with me.

What does an ‘A’ to ‘B’ quality project look like you ask?
I have uploaded some past student’s examples in Canvas for you to look at. I have included multiple examples of quality work within the ‘A’ to ‘B’ range. These examples include most of the more popular formats listed above. They can be found and viewed in Canvas, in the Files Section, under the Folder Project -> Examples.
Please NOTE:
Upload your Project in some digital format that I can view in Canvas, under the Assignment. If you are hosting your project on an external Website like Prezi or YouTube, submit a URL link. Arrange for delivery during YOUR Final exam if it is not in digital format, like a poster, or diagram, or model. Make sure to submit a photo of your physical project or some proof of the project to Canvas or you may not receive a grade.
P.S. Although this is in the Student Handbook and Code of Conduct, I’ll say it again, Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student caught plagiarizing in this final project will receive a 0.
PROJECT GRADING RUBRIC (Total 100 points)
	 
	Criteria
	Points

	1
	Project Proposal 
	10

	2
	Geographic Question(s): Research question(s) or topic explored relates to Hydrosphere
	5

	3
	Background Information: Concise summary of background based on literature (newspaper, text, etc)
	15

	4
	Data Selection: Data collected/selected appropriate for the project
	15

	5
	Results: Results of your research explained
	15

	6
	Conclusion(s): Discuss and explain major findings and importance of results
	15

	7
	Design: Proper formatting and use of elements as appropriate
	15

	8
	Overall impression: Presentation is organized, professional, clearly narrated, and leads audience to the correct conclusions.
	10



